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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This application has been examined. The RCE filed 3/18/05 has been entered. 
Thus, the amendment filed 2/18/05 has been entered. 

2 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-13, 15-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Webb et al (5727135) and Yang et al (5760412) and Ludtke et al (6148241). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Webb et al show in Figure 1 the following: a system and 
method for controlling a remote apparatus (1 6) from an external device (1 1 ) connected 
(1 9, 21 ) to the remote apparatus. The apparatus has a control panel (35) for specifying 
a processing operation which is operated in accordance with an indication from the 
control panel or an externally supplied command (Figure 1 - elements 12, 14, 35, 63). 
Webb et al show detecting a paper-jam, out of paper and displaying error and alert 
information (column 3 lines 35-55, column 23 lines 40-54), displaying on the external 
device a virtual control panel (Figure 1 element 63) for the remote apparatus including 
printer status and alert information, and generating an operational command from the 
virtual control panel for operating the remotely controlled apparatus (column 4 lines 42- 
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67, column 5 lines 1-10, summary). Webb et al do not specifically show the remote 
apparatus having a reader performing a reading operation of the document and 
detecting that the document has been set to the reader per se, but do disclose remote 
apparatuses (column 6 lines 26-29) to access all the features of the panel as if 
physically present in order to effectively view and operate the remote apparatus. 
Furthermore, Yang et al show remotely sensing a document on the transparent surface 
of a scanner (abstract, column 4), thus reading the document and transmitting 
indications back to a remote host computer, to thus access all the features of the 
scanner panel as if present, in order to effectively view and operate the remote 
apparatus. It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to use 
the image reader of Yang et al in the system of Webb et al, because it would allow 
remote sensing and accessing of all features of a panel as jf physically present, in order 
to effectively view and operate the remote apparatus. See again Webb et al column 3 
lines 62-67. Neither Webb et al nor Yang et al specifically show that that a virtual 
control panel identical or similar in part to the actual control panel of the apparatus is 
caused to be displayed on the external device, but the combination of references do 
suggest as described above the remote accessing of features of the apparatus. 
Furthermore, Ludtke et al do show a virtual control panel identical or similar in part to an 
actual control panel of a device being displayed on an external device (Figures 7A, 9, 
10, 1 1, column 2 lines 25-48, column 3 lines 50-67, column 5 lines 45-60, column 8 
lines 20-30) for convenient remote accessing of features of the apparatus. It would 
have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to have the virtual control 
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panel identical or similar in part to the actual control panel of the apparatus, being 
displayed on the external device when a document is sensed in the system suggested 
by Webb et al and Yang et al, because it would allow a convenient way to remotely 
access features of the apparatus. 

5. Regarding claim 4, in addition to that mentioned for claim 3, Webb et al 
show an information processing apparatus (Figure 1 element 1 1) capable of supplying a 
command to the remotely controllable apparatus and a display unit (Figure 1 element 
13) and a display unit (13) and input device (12, 14) connected to the information 
processing apparatus for displaying printer status and alert information (column 3 lines 
36-53, column 23 lines 45-55), wherein the information processing apparatus includes: 
a discriminating means, and communications protocol for establishing correspondence 
between a command, which operation of the control panel causes to be applied to the 
remotely controlled apparatus, and an operation performed on the virtual control panel 
(Figure 1 element 63, column 4 lines 43-67) . Webb et al also show the bi-directional 
communications and LAN (Figure 1) for supplying the remotely controllable apparatus 
with the command corresponding to the operation performed on the virtual control panel 
(column 3 lines 50-67). Regarding the remote apparatus having the reader and 
detecting that the document has been set to the reader, see Yang et al column 6 lines 
20-45. The obviousness to combine this feature into the system of Webb et al follows 
the same obviousness as described in paragraph 4 of this Office Action. 
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6. Regarding claims 5, the system of Webb et al discloses the operation is a 
designation of a position on the virtual control panel (column 4 lines 21-36.) 

7. Regarding claim 6, the display means displays the virtual panel based 
upon control panel information obtained from the remotely controlled apparatus (column 
4 lines 21-36). 

8. Regarding claim 7, the system of Webb et al displays the virtual control 
panel based upon control panel information processed by the information processing 
apparatus (column 6 lines 44-53). 

9. Regarding claim 8, the system of Webb et al show control panel 
information is read out of a recording medium and recorded in advance and utilized by 
the information processing apparatus (column 6 lines 55-67). 

10. Regarding claim 9, the optical scanner in Yang is inherently image 
forming. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 10-11, the system of Webb displays information on the 
panel instantly in the event of a jam, feed error (column 4 lines 25-30) from the remote 
apparatus in order to have real time access remotely for all the panel functions and 
interactions. Furthermore, Yang et al show indicating whether the document is present 
by displaying "Start" "NewDocument" when sensing a document (column 5 lines 25-30). 
It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to have this as one 
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of the events remotely signaled to be displayed on the panel, because it would help 
allow real time access remotely for all panel functions and interactions. 

12. Regarding claim 12, the system of Webb et al shows the virtual control 
panel may be altered to meet user needs and enhance the user interface (column 7 
lines 62-67 and column 8 lines 1-5). 

13. Claim 13 shows the same features as claim 3 and is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

14. Regarding claims 15-16, 18-19, 21-22, in addition to that mentioned for 
claim 4, the system of Webb et al shows authorization data concerning each user 
(column 7 lines 54-67) and has configuration for establishing the ID of the user 
connected to the network (column 19 lines 17-59). Thus, authorization data is 
disclosed. 

15. Claims 17 and 20 show the same features as claim 4 and are rejected for 
the same reasons. 

16. Claims 23 shows the same features as claim 3 and are rejected for the 
same reasons. 

17. Regarding claim 24, in addition to that mentioned for claim 3, Webb et al 
show the command is transmitted based on manipulation of the control panel (column 7 
lines 50-60). 



Application/Control Number: 09/388,373 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2174 

18. Regarding claim 25, in addition to that mentioned for claim 3, Webb et al 
show the command may be transmitted without any manipulation of the control panel. 

19. Regarding claims 26, 28, 30, 32, in addition to that mentioned for claim 3, 
Webb et al has configuration for establishing an edited virtual control panel for each 
multiple user according to user input of user ID (column 21 lines 45-67). 

20. Regarding claims 27, 29, 31 , in addition to that mentioned for claim 4, 
Webb et al has configuration for establishing an edited virtual control panel for each 
multiple user according to user input of user ID (column 21 lines 45-67). 

21 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Steven P Sax whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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